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Buke of the Howlat

Activity 1 – Reading

Learning intention: 

I am learning to show knowledge and understanding of Thomas Annan’s life and 
history. 

What will I do?
Read the information about Thomas Annan’s life and work, taking notes on the 
key information presented.  
Now create a factsheet that you could give to children under 12 about Thomas 
Annan’s life and work. 

Success criteria:
I will have been successful if I have:
• Researched Thomas Annan using the digital information on the site.
• Included at least 10 key facts about Thomas Annan.
• Used clear headings/subheadings so that children can find their way  
 through the factsheet easily. 
• Used language that is appropriate for children under 12.
• Planned, drafted and re-drafted my factsheet. 

Thomas Annan’s Glasgow

Review: 

What did I find interesting about this task?

What did I find challenging about this task?

What will I improve for next time?

Skills for life, learning and work
Note taking, summarising, written communication.
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Activity 2 – Talking/listening

Learning intention: 

I am learning to show knowledge and understanding of Thomas Annan’s life and 
history.

What will I do?
On your own, choose three of Thomas Annan’s photographs from the plate 
collection.  Try to ensure they are all different in some way. With a partner, take 
turns to show each other the three photographs you have chosen.

Interview each other using these discussion questions:

1. What important things can you see in my chosen photographs?
2. What adjectives would you use to describe the scene for each   
 photograph?
3. Imagine you are in each of the photographs, what would you feel, smell,  
 see and hear?

Write down your partner’s answers, then swap and repeat the process. 

Success Criteria:
I will have been successful if I have:

• Chosen three of my favourite photographs independently.
• Taken turns to interview a partner, noting down their answers.
 

Review: 

What did I find interesting about this task?

What did I find challenging about this task?

What will I improve for next time?

Skills for life, learning and work
Listening attentively, note taking, verbal 
communication.
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Activity 3 – Writing

Learning intention: 

to be able to write creatively and use a variety of literary techniques to make 
writing interesting. 

What will I do?
Choose one of Thomas Annan’s photographs that features one person or a 
group of people. Write creatively considering the point of view of one of the 
people featured in the photograph.

Imagine you are that person.  What would they think, feel, see, hear, smell, taste? 
Plan these ideas in note form first.

Then, choose to either write EITHER a diary entry in 1st person narrative from 
that person’s perspective OR write the opening for a short story in 3rd person 
narrative which features that person as your main character.

Success Criteria:

I will have been successful if I have: 
• Chosen a Thomas Annan photograph to use as my writing inspiration. 
• Spent time planning my ideas, considering the thoughts and feeling of  
 the person/people featured in the photograph. 
• Chosen to write either in 1st or 3rd person narrative, depending on the  
 type of writing. 
• Included varied word choice to describe the five senses: smell, taste,  
 sound, touch, sight. 
• Created imagery to describe the person’s experiences and surrounding  
 (simile, metaphor, personification).
• Paragraphed my writing appropriately.
• Proof read my writing to ensure spelling, punctuation and grammar are  
 correct and accurate. 

Review: 

What two things did I do well in this task?

What will I improve for next time?

Skills for life, learning and work
Planning, note taking, written communication, 
proofreading. 
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Maps Learning Resources for the National Library of Scotland: 

CfE Outcomes and experiences covered :

Find and using information/Understanding, analysing and 
evaluating.

Using what I know about the features of different types of texts, I can 
find, select, sort, summarise, link and use information from different 
sources.
LIT 3-14a / LIT 4-14a

I can make notes and organise them to develop my thinking, help 
retain and recall information, explore issues and create new texts, 
using my own words as appropriate.
LIT 3-15a / LIT 4-15a

Area of 
Literacy and 
English  :  
Reading

Activity : 

Activity 1
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Maps Learning Resources for the National Library of Scotland: 

CfE Outcomes and experiences covered :

Tools for listening and talking/Creating texts

When I engage with others, I can make a relevant contribution, 
encourage others to contribute and acknowledge that they have the 
right to hold a different opinion. 

I can respond in ways appropriate to my role and use contributions to 
reflect on, clarify or adapt thinking. 
LIT 3-02a

When I engage with others I can make a relevant contribution, ensure 
that everyone has an opportunity to contribute and encourage them to 
take account of others’ points of view or alternative solutions.

I can respond in ways appropriate to my role, exploring and expanding 
on contributions to reflect on, clarify or adapt thinking. 
LIT 4-02a

Area of 
Literacy and 
English  :  
Talking and 
Listening

Activity : 

Activity 2
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When listening and talking with others for different purposes, I can:
 • communicate information, ideas or opinions 
 • explain processes, concepts or ideas
 • identify issues raised, summarise findings or draw   
  conclusions. 
LIT 3-09a

When listening and talking with others for different purposes, I can:
 • communicate detailed information, ideas or opinions
 • explain processes, concepts or ideas with  some relevant  
  supporting detail
 • sum up ideas, issues, findings or conclusions.
LIT 4-09a

I am developing confidence when engaging with others within and 
beyond my place of learning. I can communicate in a clear, expressive 
way and I am learning to select and organise resources independently.
LIT 2-10a / LIT 3-10a

I can communicate in a clear, expressive manner when engaging 
with others within and beyond my place of learning, and can 
independently select and organise appropriate resources as required.
LIT 4-10a



Where in Europe?

7

Maps Learning Resources for the National Library of Scotland: 

Tools for writing/ Creating texts

I can use a range of strategies and resources and spell most of the 
words I need to use, including specialist vocabulary, and ensure that 
my spelling is accurate.
LIT 3-21a

I can use a range of strategies and resources independently and ensure 
that my spelling, including specialist vocabulary, is accurate.
LIT 4-21a

As appropriate to my purpose and type of text, I can punctuate 
and structure different types of sentences with sufficient accuracy, 
and arrange these to make meaning clear, showing straightforward 
relationships between paragraphs.
LIT 3-22a / LIT 4-22a

Throughout the writing process, I can review and edit my writing to 
ensure that it meets its purpose and communicates meaning at first 
reading.
LIT 3-23a

Area of 
Literacy and 
English  :  
Writing

Activity : 

Activity 3
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Throughout the writing process, I can review and edit my writing 
independently to ensure that it meets its purpose and communicates 
meaning clearly at first reading.
LIT 4-23a

I can engage and/or influence readers through my use of language, style 
and tone as appropriate to genre.
ENG 3-27a / ENG 4-27a

Having explored the elements which writers use, I can create texts in 
different genres by:
 • integrating the conventions of my chosen genre successfully  
  and/or
 • using convincing and appropriate structures and/or
 • creating interesting and convincing  characters and/or
 • building convincing settings which  come to life.
ENG 3-31a

Having explored and experimented with the narrative structures which 
writers use to create texts in different genres, I can:
 • use the conventions of my chosen genre successfully and/or
 • create an appropriate mood or atmosphere and/or
 • create convincing relationships, actions and dialogue for my  
  characters.
ENG 4-31a


