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H E firft circumftance which will probably ftrike the eye
in this Plan, is the range of buildings, in the form of an

Oé&agon, at the entry of the Bridge from the High-ftreet.

The reafon of this part of the defign was, to prevent the acci-

dents to which both carriages and foot-paflengers would be li~
able, if the entry to fo great a thorough-fare was at right angles
to the High-flreet. For it will be obvious, that neither coach-
men nor foot-paflengers can be fufficiently on their guard, to a-

void the danger of running foul of the carriages they may meet
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with at the corners ; and, in confequence, they will be hiable not
only to continual interruptions, but, in all probability, to many
unhappy accidents. Whereas, if the entty to the Bridge from
the High-ftreet be as here defigned, one hundred feet in breadth
upon cach fide of the Tron-church, drivers and paffengers will
{ee carriages cither coming along the Bridge or pafling along the
fireet, fome time before they can interfere, and will be thus

prepared to avoid each other.

It is needlefs to remark how much more elegant in itfelf, as
well as more ornamental and convenient for the public, this ap-
proach would be to the Old Town, than any other which has
been yet fuggefted ; forit is impofiible to prevent the Bridge from
making a curve at the Tron Church, without fome expedient to
enlarge the area there. The O&tagon effectually remedies . this
inconvenience ; and, inftead of fuch a difagreecable deviation from

regularity, prefents an elegant figure to the eye.

The Area neceflary for forming the fouth fide of the Otagon
s all included in the prefent a&t of parliament. The drameter of
the O&agon, as will be {feen from the Defign, from caft to weft,

is two hundred and feventy-five feet, and, from north to fouth,

‘three
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three hundred and forty-five feet®*. The ealt and welt fides are__
interfected by the High-ftreet. The fouth fide is interfected by
the entry to the South Bridge, and by the ftreet parallel to the
Bridge leading down to the Cowgate, with a public building be-

tween thefe ftreets, in the centre of that fide of the Octagon.

The north fide of the O&agon, oppofite to the Tron Church,
thews how the defign may be completed, when Miln’s Square,
and the buildings contiguous, become ruinous. It 1s interfected
I;y the entry to the North Bridge, and a ftrect to the public mar-
l;ets, oppofite to the ftreet leading to the Cowgate, and a public
building is placed between thefe ftreets, the centre, cppofite to
the middle of the Tron Church. The entry to the North Bridge,
by the projeéiion of the «aft end of Miln’s Square, is at prefent
only thircy-feven feet {feven inches broad, a {pace by far too
narrow: This incmweniénce would be redified, and the entry

to- the North Bridge would then be fifty feet broad.

The firft floor of the fouth-eaft and {outh-welt {ides of the

O&agon would be wholly occupied by fhops; and, when circum-
{tances

* Should it be thought neceffary to increafe the breadth of the Bridge, the diameter of

the O&agon from eaft to weft fhould be increafed accordingly.
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ftances permit the north half to be executed, the north-eaft and
north-weft fides of the Octagon will be fimilar in their dimen-

{tons *.

From the View, which is annexed, of the elevation of the
fouth fide of the Oagon, it is obvious, that, befides the conve-
nience of this opening to the public, the buildings erected in this

torm would give a very elegant appearance to the town.

I muft beg leave to mention a remarkable inftance of the ha-
zard carriages run in turning a right angle, where there is a great
thorough-fare: His Majefty, and the Prince of Wales, in different
carriages, went to Greenwich to meet Admiral Parker, upon the
recurn of the Tleer, after the engagement off the Dogger Bank ;
the Prince of Wales’s carriage pafled along the front of Green-
wich hofpital, and turned down to the river, along the eaft
wing, by which courfe, any carriages approaching to the tranf-
verfe fireet could be cafily avoided, being perceived by his coach-

marn.

* I defigned and ereted a building next the General Poft-office upon the North Bridge ;
and, from the rents which that building draws, I am confident, from the centrical fitu-
ation of the fhops, &c. in the Odtagon, that the rental would be at leaft fix thoufand

pounds per annum,
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man. His Majefty’s carriage, in place of taking the fame courfe,
was about to turn down the weft wing of the buildings, as being
the neareft way to the river; but his coachman could not, till
too late, fee two carriages which, at the fame time, were driving
along the tranfverfe ftreet: The confequence of this was, that
His Majefty’s carriage was beat down with great violence, and
broken to pieces, and His Majefty’s invaluable life was in the

moft imminent danger.




