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THE extending the royalty, and en-
largement of the town, make no doubt the
moft important article. So neceffary and
fo confiderable an improvement of the capi-
tal cannot fail to have the greateft influence
on the general profperity of the nation. It
Is a vulgar miftake, that the greateft part of
our principal families chufe to refide at
LoNponN. ‘'Thisindeed is true with regard
0 a few of our membersof parliament, and
fome particular families who were fettled
there before the union. 'The reft go only
occafionally ; and if their ftay be long,
and their expence by confequence greater
than this country can well Bear, it muft be
entirely imputed to the prefent form and fi-
tuation of EDINBURGH. Were thefe in
any tolerable dcgree remedied, our pco-
ple of rank would hardly prefer an obfcure
life at LoNDonN, to the fplendor and in-
fluence with which they might refide at
home, Anuninterrupted country-life,is what
they will never be brought to fubmit to.
Attention to the forming an intereft, the
pleafures of retirement, or a tafte for agri-
culture, may induce them poflibly to pafs
fome part of “their time at their country-feats ;
more cannot reafonably be expeded. It
wight indeed be otherwife in ancient times,
when the feudal cuftoms prevailed, with
their large dependencies and extenfive ju-
rifdictions. 'The inflitution of our govern-
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ment is now different: our manners muft
be different alfo. A nation cannot at this
day be confiderable, unlefs it be opulent.
Wealth is only to be obtained by trade and
commerce, and thefe are only carried on to
advantage in populous cities. ‘There alfo
we find the chief objeds of pleafure and am-
bition, and there confequently all thofe will
flock  whofe circumftances can afford it.
But can we expe&, that perfons of fortune
in ScorLAND will exchange the handfome
feats they generally poffefs in the country,
for the {canty lodging, and paltry accommo-
dations they muft put up with in Epin-
BURGH ! It is not choice, but neceffity,
which obliges them to go fo frequently to
Lonpon. Let us improve and enlarge
this city, and pofibly the fuperior pleafures
of LoNDpoN, which is at a diftance, will
be compenfated, at leaft in fome meafure, by
the moderate pleafures of EDINBURGH,
which ‘is at home.




