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. Fuel—As to fuel, fome parts of the parith abound with
mofs grounds, which furnifh the contiguous farmers with
plenty of peats. Other places, particularly the town of Wick,
lie two or three miles diftant from mofs, Providing this
article of peats takes up the farmer during the greater part
of the fummer feafon, and, in bad years, a part of the harveft
alfo; and yet ina wet feafon, many are very ill fupplied.
This mode of getting fuel proves very hurtful to hufbandry,
as a farmer could much more profitably employ his carts in
making dunghills for his lands; a garron load of peats on
crubans is fold in Wick, at a penny. Fuch horfe carries on.
ly about ten or twelve peats.  Ten or twelve of thefe loads
will {carcely fill an ordinary cart. '['o the poor tenant mak-
ing peats is an unprofitable occupation, and to the buyer
they are undoubtedly dear. The burgh is fo fenfible of this
inconvenience, that they and the neighbourhood are coming
more and more into the pradtice of burning coals. Bug
Caithnefs and the other northern counties labour under 2
grievous burden, that moft unreafonable duty on coals water-
born, which, however, there is now a profpect of foon being
freed from,

Crops.—Very little land is here employed in raifing artifi-
cial or fown graffes, but there isa good deal of common
meadow grafs. Mr Dunbar of Hempriggs has from 12 to
14 acres under clover and rye-grafs, though winter herding
has not yet been fullyefablithed. There are a few acres of
fown grafs in the open fields between Wick and Staxigog,
and about eight acres more in the pofleffion of the minifter.
Few deal in green crops, A fmall quantity of turnips may
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be fown in fome places, but potatoes are cultivated by alle
Probably if the praftice of green crops became general, it.
would be more beneficial than the ordinary rotation of bear

" and oats alternately, which is the praftice of Caithnefs.

"T'wo thirds of the arable land is generally fown with a mix-
ture of black and grey oats, which is found to anfwer better,
and to yield more plentiful returns, than white oats. March
and April is the ufual feed time for oats, but fometimes they
are fown fo late as the beginning of May. The other part
of the land is laid down in bear, the earlieft about the be=
ginning of May, and continuing till the middle of June,
In fome places, this article has been fown as late as the 18th
or 20th of June, and yet has produced a plentiful crop,
though of inferior quality. In warm lying places, bear has
been known to be in the ground only about ten weeks from
the fowing to the reaping time; a proof of very quick vege-

tation.

Run rig —A pernicious caftom ftill too much prevails in
this and other places, of poflefling land in what is called 7ig
and rennsl, or run-rig, that is to fay, each tenant, ina particu-
lar farm or diftri&t, has a ridge alternately with his neighbours.
This is neceflarily attended with confufion and difputes, and
is 2 pradtice requiring to be abolifhed. It is thought to have
taken place in times of barbarity, as a prefervative againft
one neighbour fetting fire to the field of another, if inimically
difpofed, and to make them all equally anxious to refift the
enemy, in cafe o{‘invaﬁon e

* This parifh is abundantly able to fupply itfelf with provi.
fions of all kinds. There is @ weekly market every Friday in the
town




