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Many people were at firft furprifed, at my ufing
the new words, Staziftics and Statiftical, as it was
fuppofed, that fome term in our own language,
might have exprefled the fame meaning. But, in
the courfe of a very extenfive tour, through the
northern parts of Europe, which I happened to take
in 1786, I found, that in Germany they were en-
gaged inafpecies of political inquiry, to which they
had given the name of Statiftics ; and though 1 ap-
ply a different idea to that word, for by Statiftical is
meant in Germany, an inquiry for the purpofe of
alcertaining the political ftrength of a country, or
queftions refpecting matters of flate ; whereas, the
idea I annex to the term, is an inquiry into the
ftate of a country, for the purpofe of afeertaining
the quantum of bappine/s enjoyed by its inbabitants,
and the means of its future improvement ; Yet; 'as

I
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1 thought that a new word, might attra® more
public attention, I refolved on adopting it, and I
hope that it is now completely naturalifed and
incorporated with our language. = ‘






