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Formal Vindicatiox of the Scotch Dialect.

Tuis original Dialect manifests itself by two extremes. The
one is found in the native broad and manly sounds of the
Scoto-Saxon- English ; the texms of coarse and harsh are more
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commonly employed. The other is that of a tempered me-
dium, generally used by the polished class of society. To
attempt to vindicate the first will be deemed not only singa-
larity, but madness, by some of my countrymen, so strong
is the flow of prejudice. The vindication of the second will
meet the ideas of liberal observers of men and manners.

The subject, viewed in this latter light, gives animation to

my efforts.  First, then, I assert, that the broad dialect
rises above reproach, scorn, and laughter: Secondly, That
the tempered medium, still retaining its characteristic dis-
tinction of Scotch, is entitled (not exclusively) to all the vin-
dication, personal and local congruity can inforce, by the prin-
ciples of reason, national honour, and native dignity. Under
this twofold distinction Ienter the lists in Tartan dress and ar-
mour, and throw down the gauntlet to the ‘most prejudiced
antagonist. How weak is prejudice! The sight of the High-
land kelt, the flowing plaid, the buskin'd leg, provokes niy
antagonist to laugh ! * Is this dress ridiculous in the eyes of
reason and common sense? No: nor is the dialect of

speech: bothare characteristic, and national distinctions. Na-.

tional character and distinction are respectable. Then is the
adopted mode of oral language sanctioned by peculiar rea-
sons, and 1s not the result of chance, contemptible vulgarity,
mere ignorance and rustic habit.

The arguments of general vindication rise powerful before
my sight, like Highland Bandsin full array. A louder strain
of apologetic speech swells my words. What if it should
rise high as the unconquered summits of Scotia’s hills, and

call back, with voice sweet as Caledonian song, the days of |

antient Scotish heroes, or attempt the powerful speech of
the Latian Orator, or his of Greece! The subject methinks
would well accord with the attempt : Cupidum, Seotia optima,
vires deficiunt. 1 leave this to the King of songs. Dunbar
and Dunkeld, Douglas in Fiurgifian strains, and later poets,
Ramsay, Ferguson, and Burns, awake from your graves, yon
have already immortalized the Scotch dialect in raptured
raelody. Lend me your golden target and well pointed spear,

that I may victoriously pursue to the extremity of South
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Britain, reproachful Ignorance and Scorn still Turking there :
Iet impartial Candor seize their usurped throne.
reat, then, is the bisth of this national Dialect : it is not
the spurious offspring of pussive corruption and barbarous
ignorance. It took its rise from antient heroes, and was
cupported by independency and national pride ; when their
primitive language, yiclding to the mutual intercourse of
towo distinct nations, adopted, ina manner that best seemed suit-
ed o reasonsble condescension, the more useful speech of &
neighbouring and powerful rival: but just jealousy. and tri
umphant struggle, ever sought to damp too great usurpation
of a potent southern enemy. Thus the Scotch dislect, as
powerfully 15 opposing warriors, tended to preserve national
us it may rank with the dialects of
inguished that great people, and preserved
the different governments from sinking under the dominion
of more polished Athens. These jarring variations of the
Greck, some broad as the coarsest Scotch, were never decmed
wulgar, contempiible, lauglable. ond cas /:o!nlplmm of the
langusge, and much less proofs of uncultivated s
In this favourable light we may place the origin e
dilect, whilst otber dialects of the English language are local
corruptions, and cacry with them the mark of defective edu-
cation. and rustic ignorance. ‘The provincial Englishman,
who quits bis_country-abode, and mixes with the polite
world, is singled out as an unlettered, vulgar native, because
pure classical English is the standard of polished society in
English land, universally approved and received. The
Scotch dialect does not carry with it this reproach ; because
refined English s neither the received standard of that coun-
. and its most eminent scholars designedly retain the va-
ion 5 retain it with digolty, subject to no real diminution
arp-mnﬂ or national merit. It adds honour to. their cha-
racter, and weight to their words, for it is the received mode
of speech deliberately adopted by the northern moiety of
this great Isle, and s iovested with right and title, title un-
alicnable, antient right and propriety, locally invulnczable,
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founded in l:gitinnle choice, and perpetoated by uncontrol.
Lable
Wht 1 does it not appear that our language i» abundantly
honoured by being spontancously adopted in Scotish land,
thus triumphing, without insolence, over the antient -and ns-
tive language of a great people, with exclusion of the rival-
tongue of France, which affccts every where to establish it
self where alliance and sway give footing to |hu nation. once
50 closely connected with  disunited, disaffected, discordant
mighty empire, that had ts own kings, ey s et
cession of royal power. Inperal Scotiand 2
se are general arguments. 1 will add a few p
remarks respecting what is named the polite and mitig:
dialect, and the common and broad mode of i mg.
have their merit, and give room to fair
every Tiberal and well educated observer will cmdndly ndmu
that there i something pleasing in the tempered dialect of
the Scotch; that it is graceful end sweet in a well-tuned fe-
male voice ; that it would be a pity, nay an injury, to local
merit, wholly to forgoe it. Being charact
with it a distinction a truc Patriot should be je
signing, even to the accidental mistake of the occurring ren-
dezvous of the day. For, if the fir daughtess of Scoti Liid
all distinction of accent, and wholly adopted our sefined
sounds, they would frequently, both at home and abroad, in
the mixed society of English and Scotch, be challenged for
natives of our South, How ready are Englishmen to claim
every affitive perfcction for their own; and how ready is
Scotclman to give up what genuinely appears not to be his
own. Surely a Duscan, a Campbell, a Primrose, an_ Elliot,
3 Miller, and endless breathing models of fiirest cast, would
ot wish to lessen, even by momeatary error, the local ho-
nour of their birth, Why then should fashion of language,
refining beyond reason, begin to make Scotia recal to mind,
with a sigh, former days, when, in fair Mary’s reign, no
Southern rivality, in the mixture of foreign and domestic so-
ciety, could, through the total exinction of characterising
‘national speech, turn to partial commendation the momentary
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usurpation of mistake, and challenge the property of anothet
country ?

‘What though the broad, the rough, the unsoftened accent,
suit not the voice of the Fair, has it not its merit in the
mouths of the sons of Mars, at the head of patriotic Bands ? It
is the imitative voice of Jove, when daring monsters tore up
the quiet earth to scale his heaven ? Ye modern Giants, im-
pious and daring as your antediluvian fathers, learn from their
fate, if ever you dare assail our united coast, our beloved
home, our British Jove, our terrestrial heaver, for ye have
made the rest of the world a hell, what your doom will be !

A modern Baucis and Philemon, with whom Ispent the sum-
mer-recess, taught me, with their sonsie crack, to form a just
idea of this subject of my vindication : ** The honest peasant,
¢ the venerable villager, lose nothing of native worth, by the
¢ manly roughness of their dialect. Its disuse would expose
¢ the homely trader to the suspicion of lost probity; the
¢« English visitor would decline the commerce of those whom
¢ he suspects to have bartered away, by artful condescension
¢ of oral resemblance, the original characteristic and mark
¢¢ of a Scotchman,” said they in other words. To this may
be well added, the polished company of men of letters, and
public orators, would betray too great condescension, and
misplaced disavowal of local particularity, if they gave up
all distinction of sound. The manly eloquence of the Scotch
bar affords a singular pleasure to the candid English hearer,
and gives merit and dignity to the noble speakers who retain
so much of their own dialect, and tempered propriety of Eng-
lish sounds, that they may be emphatically named Briush
Orators. In fine, there is a limited conformity in the present
union of heart and interest of two great kingdoms, beyond
which total similarity of sounds would not be desirable, and
dissonance itself has characteristic merit.



