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Few perfons of genius and learning will be in-
clined to write in the Scottith dialeét; and if any were inclined, they
could not look for encouragement or imitators. Men will ever fol-
low thofe puriuits that lead to riches or fame; and Scottith compo~
fition, either in profe or poetry, will neither fill the writer’s purfe

nor emblazon his reputation.

Yet [ cannot help fometimes thinking, that the neglet of culti-
vating the Scoto-Saxon tongue has been attended with {fome detri=
ment to the Englith language ; that many words and phrafes of great
‘energy and beaury-are ftill preferved in the former which the latter
wants, and which all its borrowed treafure but imperfe&ly fupplies;
and that, if the Scots, remaining a {eperate nation, with a King and
court refiding among them, had continued to rmprove and embellifh
their own diale&, inftead of fervilely aping the knglith, they would
at prefent be poffefled of a language in many points {uperior to the

Englifh,



