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A perfuafion that fomething might yet
be done, to reconcile Parents and Teachers
to that plan of education which reafon has
pointed out, has given birth to the follow-
ing Compilation. In drawing it up, the

« ply himfelf with great advantage to the ftudy of any
¢ other. To enter at once upon the Science of Gram-
« mar, and the frudy of a foreign Language, s to en-
« counter. two difficulties together, each of which would
¢ be much leflened by being taken feparately and in its
¢ proper order. TFor thefe plain reafons, a competent
« grammatical knowledge of our own language is the
¢ tiue foundation, upon which all Literature, properly

« {5 called, ought to be raifed; « If this method were

-~

¢ adopted in our Schools; if children were firft tatight

«

3

o

the common 1mv.plcs of Grammar, by fome fhort

¢ and clear Syftem of Englifh Grammar, which happily

IS

« by its fimplicity and-facility is perhaps fitter than that

13

EN

of any other language for fuch a purpofe; they would

-

have fome notion of what they were gol
¢ ywhen they fhould enter into the Latin Grammars;
« and would hardly be engaged fo many \'e:n;, as they
¢ now: are, ) innthats moft iikfomeé and difficul part of
¢ literature, with fo much labour of the memory, and
4

¢ with fo little afhftance of the -underfanding.”
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Compiter has availed himfclf of every thing
he could find, fuited to his purpofe, in pro-
dudtions of the fame kind; although, upon
perufal, it will appear, that a very confider-
able, and, it is prefumed, not the leaft ufe.
ful proportion, both of examples and cor-
retions, is entirely his own.

In the department of Scotticifins, he has
judged it proper, for obvious reafons, alto-
gether to omit thofe numberlefs uncouth
Vulgarifms which are peculiar to the lower
clafs of people in Scotland. He has con.
fined himfelf to fuch colloquial -words
and phrales, as prevail among the middle
clafs,and, into which, through inadvertence,
even thofe who have had 2 liberal educa.
tion, are fometimes apt to fall,

This Colle&ion was defigned chiefly as a
Supplement to the Englith Grammars which
are taught in Scotland; and, therefore, to
perufe it with advantage, prefuppafes a
competent knowledge, at leaft, of the prin-

ciples of Grammar. ‘vu]gar words and
phrafes muft be known to be fo before they




( 2z )

7

can beavoided ; and the Compiler has long
been of opinion, that a-copious and well
fele@ed lift of fuch words and phrafes with
their corrections, either prefixed or fubjoin-
ed to Englifh Grammars, would, in this
country, be a great improvement.

To thofe Teachers who méy chufe to in-
troduce this Colle@tion into their Schools,
he takes the liberty of recommending the
following manner of ufing it. In the firft
courfe, boys might confine themfelves en-
tirely to the Scotticifms and Valgar Anglicifms ;
and in the laft, they might pafs over thefe, ‘
and confine themfelves entirely to the Grazm-
maiical Inproprieties, This might be done
once or twice every week, without interfer-
ing materially with their other ftudies. It
would be an agreeable and ufeful variety;
and, under the condu& of fkilful Teachers,
boys might became tolerable proficients in
the courfe of four and twenty or thirty lef-
fons.

Thofe whofe leifure permits and whofe

inclination leads them to cultivate this
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branch of Literature, will, no doubt, dif-
cover feverai miftakes and inaccuracies,
which, though obvious to them, may yet
have efcaped the Compiler’s obfervation.
The friendly communications of fuch men,
refpeting either the plan or the execution
of the following little work, will be thank-
fully received and carefully attended to.




