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On the 1oth of June arrived at Edin-
burgh, Mr Thomas Sheridan, fon,of the
] - Mr Sheridan, who was an intimate friend
& - of Dr Swift’s, and is frequently mentioned ;
e in his works. This gentleman received ?

the firft part of his education at his fa=

ther’s {chool in Ireland, and was after

wards at Weftminfter {chool. For fome

_ time he had the diretion of the theatre

| in Dublin, which, by his {kilful manage-

t ment, he raifed from ebfcurity to a high

. degree of reputation.-. He appeared lafk

| lealon on the theatre-royal in Drury-lane;

* London, with, great applaufe; and has

- engaged, we are informed, with MrRichy

the manager of the theatre in Covent-gar«
den, for the enfuing feafon.

- He has during his whole life devoted 2
- great part of his time to the ftudy of the
~ Englilh language, and the improvement
) of the art of fpeaking.. His ideas and
1 difcoveries on thefe {ubjecs he has redu-

ced mto the form of leGuress part of

L which he delivered, firft in London, and

- afterwards in the univerfities of Oxford
£ ~and Cambridge.  Thefe leGtures, with
confiderable enlargements, concerning
thole pomts with regard to which Scotf=
men are moft ignorant, and the diale& of
this country moft imperfe@, he delivered
" St Paul’s. chapel, Edinburgh. The
following advertifement, publithed by
him{elf, will give our readers fome idea
of what they contained. | |
% * Edinburgh, Fume 16. 1761.  Mr X
Sheridan propofes to read two courfes of
LECTURES; thefirlt, on ELOCUTION,
the {econd, on the ENGLISH TONGUE
confifting of eight leGtures each.

In the firft; he will treat of every thing
neceflary to a Goob DELIVERY, under
the following heads: ARTICULATION,
PRONUNCIATION, ACCENT, EMPHASIS,
PAUSES or STors, PITCcH and MANAGE-
MENT of the VoiCE, ToONEs, and
GESTURE. o -

In the {econd, he will examine the
whotle ftate and conftitution of the Eng-
lith Tongue, {o far as relates to found;
in which he will point out its peculiar ge«
ns and properties, and {pecific differs
ence from others, both antient and mo<
dern. | |
In order to do this in the cleareft and
moft effectual manner, he will begin with
the very fir{t elements of fpeech, and'
thence praceeciing through fyllables and -
words, to fentences and veries, lay open
the principles of compofition and numbers,
1 @ manner hitherto unattempted. In
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zhis courfe he will point out the true
fource of the difficulty (at prefent thought
o be infuperable) which all foreigners, as
well as natives of different kingdoms and
counties, that fpeak a corrupt dialet of
Englifh, find in the attainment of the
yight prominciation of that tongue.

In the clofe he will point out an eafy
znd practicable way of reducing the living”
tongue to a ftandard, and eftablifhing
fuch a method of teaching it, that the a-
dult may become mafters of it with more
eafe and certainty, than ef any other mo-
dern tongue ; and that the rifing genera-
tion in this country may be taughtto fpeak
3t in its utmoft purity. 13
~'The price of a ticket, which will.admit
ene perfon to both courfes, will be a-gui-
mea.Qﬁ _

The le¢tures were begun on the 3oth of
Fune, and were continued four weeks, eve-
vy Tuelday, Wednelday, Thur{day, and
Triday, at fix oclock in the evening.
“They were attended by more than 300
gentlemen, the moft eminent in this coun-
try for their rank and abilities; who €x-
prefled no lefs fatisfaction with the nge-
auity and juftnels of his fentiments, than
with the elegant amd interefting manner
m which he delivered them. TR

During the cour{e Mr Sheridan caufed
diftribute an advertifement, ‘giving notice,
that he propofed to pablifh his leGtures on

elocution {ome time in the enfuing {pring,
' together with feveral tracts relative to
that fubje&, in ome volume quarto; and
that {fuch gentlemen as had done him the
hiononr of attending the courfe, fhould,
upon paying a fubfcription of half a gui-
nea only, be intitled each to one copy of
the work when *publifhed, though the
price of the volume to all who did not
fubfcribe to the courle would be one gui-
nea.— Many of the gentlemen {ublcribed
for the book., . |

At the end of the courfe the following
advertifement was publithed.  * Mr She-
vidan gives notice, that he will begin a
eourie ofleétures on Tuefday next, the 28th
fof July] inftant, and finith it on ¥riday
3n the following week, chiefly intended
for the ufe of the ladies *, or {uch gen-
tlemen as had not an opportunity of being

prefent at the fermer couries. In this

courfe he intends to comprife all that was
soft material in the two former, upon E-
Jocution and the, Englith Tongue. And
as there were many paflages i thole
which could not well be.comprehended,

* [No ladies atiended ths fermer courles,]

Le&ures on the Englith tongue by Mr Sheridan. Ve, 1

but by fuch as were dcquainted with tha
learned languages j as- there were many
others calculated for-fuch only whofe pro.
feflions call’ upon*them' to fpeak in pys
blic; and a great fiiany points ‘expatiated *
on’ M comparing our langnage ‘with*thofs
of Greece and Romne, 'in ‘order thatithey
might be {fubmitted to the eritical {kill of
perfons verfed in :thofe languages ;. Mr
Sheridan hopesy that,-by retrenchingall
fuch paffages, and comptefling others of
a more dry mature 'intoa marrower coms
pafs ; at the {ame time taking caré nottg
omit any thing eflential, or of a morgens'
tertaining kind, this courfe will" anfier
every purpofe to the ladies, mich better
than the two others at large. It is pro. |
pofed, that the courfe thall be comprifed iy |
eight le&ures, to be delivered on the
fame days and at the fame hour as be-
fore. The price of a ticket for the
courfe, one guinea; for which, each la-
dy that fub{cribes {hall be intitled to one
copy of the lectures-on elocution in quar-
to, propofed to be publifhed fome time
in the enfuing f{pring.” During this
courfe the houle was crouded with ladies
and gentlemen. OTIES KW
P. S. In the papers of Aug. 5. the fol
lowing advertifement was inferted. ¢ £
dinburgh, Aug. 5. 1961. -Mr Shefidan |
givesnotice to fuch gentlemen as attended
his leGtures, that they may have an oppor-
tunity of fecuring a book, containing his
courie on elocution, for the price of half -
a guinea, only; by {endmg m their names
to Mefl, Hamilron & Balfour, or:Mefh
Kincaid & Bell, any time before Weds
pefday next ; after which no fublcriptions
lefs than a gninea will be received.” Such
gentlemen as do not chufe to pay thehalfs
guinea previous to the publication of the
book, fhall be intitled to one’ at that
price, only by fetting down * thelr names. -
Mr Sheridan’s metive for pu%hﬂyﬂgthﬂ |
advertifement 1s, that he wants to alcer-
tain the uumber of copies, tg.be ﬁm,xci off;
as he does not .intend to prit,any,moré
than what -fhall be fubferibed for, beforé
the work goes to the prefs.” -vovmr s 0
. Notice was given in- the Edinburgh pa=
pers of July 27. thaton the;TUﬁi_da,?*f’f’lf' |
lowing,” the plan of a new eftablithment
for carrying on, in this coufitryy the ﬁ“dg .
of the Englifh tongue, in-a regular a
proper manner, was to be'laid beiore the, -
Sele@ Society. 'Mention” was IPa_de o
this by Mr Sheridan, on the __Fl"ldaf bes {
fore, in the lail lecture Qflﬁﬁrﬂ two;
gouries,
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