[ 46, i]

“ Another circumiltance,

1)

fa.}“fs
the Doctor, “ is the abfence of
rehigious 1deas”—Oflian bas a my-
thology. The author knew that
was neceflary to conftitute an epic
poem; and genuine hiftory in-
ftruting him when the Chriftian
‘religion was introduced into Ire-
fand and Scotland, it was natural
fo fuppofe he would, as much as
;poﬂible, avoid any allufions to it.
In this, however, he has oftener
than once failed; for in Temora
we find the Chriftian expreflions,
“ péace to thy foul,” * bleft be
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“ thy foul.” But the religion of
*.that sera was not what Mr. Mac-
phierfon tells us.—His mythology
he has raifed entirely on the hfuper-
ftition of the fecond fight, heigh-
tened by poetry, and the ftories of
ghoits, apparitions, &c. {fo com-
mon in the fifteenth century,
which he affets fo much to de-
{pife; but to which, however, he

1s indebted for all the materials he

has had.

The other great {pirits to which
allufions fometimes are made, is

nothing
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nothing lefs nor more than the
common Highland idea of the De-
vil, who 1s believed to raife every
ftorm, and go abroad with it.
All thefe notions are ftill prevalent
i the mountains, and a proper
part of a mythology. In fhort,
' the whole machinery 1s nothing
but the {fuperftition of the High-
lands, poetically embellifhed.





