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FTER the medical focxety of Edin-
A burgh had publithed thofe- }olumes of
Effays, which have met with {o fivourable
a reception from the public, a prbpofal was
made them to enlarge their plan, and to car-
ry their difquifitions into other parts of né—
ture, befide fuch as more immediately relate
to the branches of medicine. All the fci-
ences are remarked to have a clofe connexion
together ; but none more than thofe of me-
dicine and natural philofophy : And the foci-
ety foon obferved, that, fhould it turn its in-
quiries into more general knowledge, it could
reap the advantage of preferving all its old
members, and needed but open its door to
Gentlemen of other profeffions, who might
enrich it with their obfervations and difco-
veries.
Soon after the fociety had received a new
form, feveral misfortunes happened, which
retarded its progrefs, and have hitherto pre-

vented it from communicating any thing to
the
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the public. - The rebellion broke out in this
country ; and both fcattered the members
for fome time, and engaged  their attention
to fubjects, lefs agreeable and more intereft-
ing, than general difquifitions into nature.
No fooner were public affairs compofed, than
we met with an irréparable lofs in the death
of Mr. MacLAURIN, one of our fecretarics.
The great talents of that Gentleman are ge-
nerally known and highly efteemed in the li-
terary world 3 but the fociety have, alfo, par-
ticular reafon to regrete in him the lofs of
¢hofe qualities, which form an excellent a-
cademician.  Indefatigable himfelf, he was
a perpetual {pur to the induftry of others;
and was highly pleafed with the promotion of
knowledge, from whatever hands it came.
At the time of his death, a number of dif-
coveries, fufficient to have formed a volume,
had been communicated to him ; but, being
mingled with his other papers, have been
diffipated by various accidents; and the fo-

giety could recover but few of them.
THE
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Tue obje& of this fociety is the fame
with that of the other academies, which have
been eftablithed in different parts of Europe,
the promoting of matural philafophy, and of
literature, by communicating to the public
fuch differtations as fhall be tranfmitted to
them, either by their own members or by
others.  “Tis allowed, that thefe two branches
of learning, efpecially the former, are more
promoted by the obfervation of fa@s than
by the moft ingenious reafonings and difputa-
tions. To a diligent, and even fometimes to
a carele(s inquirer, many valuable experi-
ments, no doubt, occur; and thefe would
enrich our colletions, tho’ without this me-
thod of conveyance, they would be intirely
loft to the public, The united judgments too
of men correct and confirm* cach other by
communication, their frequent intercourfe
excites emulation, and from the comparifon
of different phenomena, remarked by diffe-
rent perfons, there often refult general truths,
of which, from one of thefe thenomena, no
man of the greateft fagacity could entertain
any
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any fufpicion.  Tho’ the collection of ex-
periments feems continually, by means of
the learned focieties, and the labours of in-
dividuals, to be augmenting, we need not
entertain any' apprehenfions, that the world
will ever be overwhelmed by the number of
confufed and independent obfervations. The
heap does not always go on, increafing in
bulk and diforder, thro’ every age. There
arife, from time to time, bold and happy ge-
niufes, who introduce method and fimplicity
into particular branches of fcience ; and re-
ducing the fcattered experiments to more
general theorems, abridge the fcience of na-
ture.  Hints of this kind, we hope, may
be able to pafs thro’ our hands ; and at worft,
our colle&tions will be a fpecies of magazine,
in which fa@s and obfervations, the fole
means of true induction, will be depofited for
the purpofes of philofophy.

Tue fciences of theology, morals, and
politics, the focicty are refolved intirely to
exclude from their ‘plan. However difficult
theinferences in thefe fciences, the facts, on

which
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which they are founded, are extremely obvi-
ous ; and we could not hope, by our colle@i-
ons, to be, in this refpe, of any fervice to
the public. The great delicacy of the fub-
je&, the imperfections of human under-
ftanding, the various attachments and inclic
nations of mankind, will for ever propagate
difputes with regard to thefe parts of erudi-
tion. And ’tis the peculiar happinefs of geo-
metry and phyfics, that, as they intereft lefs
the paflions of men, they admit of more
calm difquifition and inquiry.

It is not that the fociety expe@ or pro-
pofe, that what they communicate will be
intirely above doubt or difputation. * The pa-
pers, indeed, which they print, were all

- red before them, and they gave their confent

tothe inferting them in their collections: But
they pretend not to warrant the juftnefs-of e-
very reafoning, nor the accuracy of every
obfervation. The author alone of each pa-
peris anfwerable for the contents of it: And
the fociety are ag willing to infert what may
be communicated i oppofition to the fenti-

ments



|
|
f
|

viii, P ROE F'AICIE.

ments of any of its members, as in confir«
mation-of them.

Tue fociety are fenfible that it belongs a<
Ione to the public to decide concerning the
value of any invention ; and all the merit
to which they pretend, is that of exciting the
induftry of the learned, and of conveying
their productions to the notice of the world.
They affume not fuch authority as to ftamp
their approbation on any performance, even
thofe ‘which they communicate, much lefs
thofe which have barely been red before
them. If ever their teftimony has been cited
by any author in  favour of - his books, rea~
fonings, or machines, they hereby declare,
that this liberty has been ufed entirely with~
out their confent or knowledge,and proceeded
alone from the fond opinion, which the wri-
ter had entertained of his own performance.

‘Woever will favour the fociety with any
difcourfe which itcomprehendsin its plan, may
fend their papers to either of the fecretaries;
Mr. ALexANDER MoNRO Profeflor of Anato-
my at Edinburgh, or Mr. Davip Hume
Library-keeper to the faculty of Advocates,
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