INTRODUCTION,

O ENCOURAGE genius, to-reward
, T induftry, to cultivate the arts of
peace, are objects deferving the attention
of public-fpirited perfons.. J
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THAT the inhabitants of Scotland may
become diligent in labour, and’ excellent
in arts, is thc concern of all who: indeed.
love their country.

For thefe good and.ufeful purpofes, the
EDINBURGH SOCIETY was in-
ftituted. The Gentlemen of whom that
Society is compofed, were fenfible that
arts and manufactures can never be effe-
Ctually promoted, unlefs a {pirit of emula-
tion be excited in the various artifts and
manufacturers; a proper diftribution of
premiums feemed to them the moft rea-
{onable method of exciting this fpirit.
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Tus experience of Ireland has demon-
ftrated the ulefulnefs of fuch premiums,
when wifely directed, and equitably diftri-
buted.

Tug SocieTy refolved to follow a
plan fo happily devifed and conducted in
a neighbouring nation: A fmall fum was
accordingly raifed for this year, by the
voluntary contribution of the members: of
the Society ; which was appointed to be
diftributed in premiums to artifts and ma-
nufacturers of fuperior merit or induftry..
With regard to the application of this
fum, the Socicty refolved, That the re-
ward of merit in the finer arts fhould be
honorary ; in the more ufeful arts, gene-
zally lucrative,

TuE voice of the nation applauds this
undertaking ; many perfons of diftin-
guithed judgment and authority have af-
forded their patronage toit; all wife men
appear interefted in its fuccefs.

A undertaking fo new in this country,
fo extenfive and fo complicated, may be
attended
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attended with difficulties in the execus
tion; a general plan of its management
is therefore fubmitted to the judgment of
the public.  Experience may point out.
the errors in this plan; and the opinion of
the public may correct. them.

HowevEer defedtive the plan of ma-
nagement may be, the intentions of the
SociETY are unexceptionable; no felfifh
confiderations have diverted its thoughts
from the public good; no project of pri-
vate utility has been rearcd on. this work.
of national concern.

To the candid, the liberal, and' the
lovers of mankind, the Soc1ETy makes
this addrefs ; earneftly intreats their affift-
ance and advice, and fhall always glory
in their approbation,
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Ix thefe publications, exhortations for
the affiftance of the fund is to be renewed.

Aduertifement of the EDINBURGH S0CI1ETY.
Tre Society lately formed in Edinburgh
for the Encouragement of Arts, Sciences,
Manufafures, and Ariculture, in this coun-
try, are to give the premiums annexed to
the following articles under the conditions
here fpecified. *

For the beft difcovery-in Sciences;
For the beft effay on Tafte;

For the beft differtation on Vegetation,
and the principles of Agriculture 5
An honorary premium, being a gold me-
dal, with a fuitable device and infeription.

For the beft printed and moft correct
book, of at leaft ten fheets ;

Beft printed cotton, or linen cloth, "not
under twenty-eight yards;

Beft imitation of Englifp blankets, not
under fix; the blankets muft be made
after the Englifh manner, flowered in
the corners, and the fize not under 2%
yards broad by 3 yards long;

Next
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Next beft ditto, not under fix;
Beft hogfhead of firong ale;
Beft hogfhead of porter ;
An honorary premium, being a filver me-
dal, with a proper device and infcription.

Axp the following articles are intitled
to0 a lucrative premium, as follows, viz.

For the moft ufeful invention in arts,
L: 215

Beft carpets as to work, pattern, and
colour, L. 5,553

Next beft ditto, L. 4, 453

The quantity of Carpet-cloth to be pro-

duced by each competitor, muft be no lefs
than 48 fquare yards, altho’ that quantity
may be divided into any number of car-
pets not exceeding fix.

Beft drawings of fruits, flowers, and
foliages, by boys or girls under fix-
teen years of age, L. 5, 55.

Second beft, L3, 3s.

Third beft, L. 2, 2s.

Beft imitation of Drefden work on a pair
of men’s ruffies, L. 35, 5s.
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Beft bone-lace, not under twenty yards,
L. 5, 55

Tur gainers of either of the two laft
articles, may have the money, or a gold
medal, in their option.

The greateft quantity of white linen
rags, L1, 105,
Second ditto, L1, 5s.
Third ditto, Li.
‘Fourth ditto, 155.
Fifth ditto, 10s.

TuE quantity and value of the rags to
be afcertained by a declaration from the
Managers of the paper-mills to whom the
rags are fold. And all the other articles or
famples of thofe that are very bulky are
to be delivered to M. Walter Goodall in
the Advocates Library, at any time before
the firft Monday of December next.

TuaAr the parcels may be diftinguifhed,
and yet the competitors names concealed
till the preference is determined, each
; parcel
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parcel is to be marked with a motto ot de-
vice, and fome few lines are to be fealed
up therein ; the producing a copy where-
of in the fame hand-writing, fhall be 2
proof of the property, when the premiums
are to be diftributed, and' the goods re.
{tored.

No perfon is to receive a premium for
two articles of the fame kind.

Taz names of the gainers of the prizes-

are to be publithed in the News-papers,

Magazine, and Almanacks, unlefs defired:

to be concealed.

Tuz Soc1eTy propofes thefe articlés asa
fimall fpecimen of their defign, which is
to be extended, as their fund inereafes, to

Agriculture, Trade, and Manufactures in:

all their various branches; and they flatter
themfelves, that they fhall have the con-
currence of all lovers of their country im
promoting it.

Apvice and letters, free of poftage,

addrefled to Mr. Patrick Duff Clerk to the

Signet,
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Signet, Secretary to the Managers of the
Society, will be carefully confidered.
And contributions to the fund, delivered
to Mr. Adam Fairbolm Banker in Edin-
burgh, their Treafurer, will be gratefully
zecorded.

ContriBuTORS of Two Guineas in 2
year are members of the Society for that
time.

Wioever contributes Five Guineas
may have their money applied for the en-
couragement of any of the ufeful Arts, of
Manufactures, or of Agriculture, as they
dhall direct.

Tue EDINBURGH SOCIETY,
for improving Arts, fenfible that numerous
articles of a plan fo extenfive may efcape
their obfervation, intreat Gentlemen,
Manufadturers, Artizans, Farmers, Mer-
chants, and all others, to inform the Ma-
nagers by letters, addrefled to Mr. Patrick
Duff Clerk to the Signet, their Secretary,

Firft, What new beneficial arts or bufinefs
may be introduced into this country.

Secondly,
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Secondly, How thefe begun may be ims
proved or promoted.

Thirdly, What materials, tools, &¢. are
wanting to bring any of them to greater
perfection.

Fourthly, What is the fmalleft quantity
of each article which ought to be the fab-
ject of a prize.

Fifthly, In what form this quanticy
ought to be exhibited.

Sixthly, When is the proper time for
cxamination of each competing fubject.

AvLL advice will be acceptable, and the
names of fuch correfpondents as defire to
remain concealed, fhall not be inferted in
the Managers letter-book.
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