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Correspondence and miscellaneous papers, circa 1940s-2008, of Sir Lewis 
Robertson (1922-2008), industrialist and administrator. 
 
Sir Lewis Robertson was born in Dundee into a family of accountants and jute 
manufacturers.  He joined the RAF during WWII, and was posted to Bletchley 
Park. On demobilization he became director of the family textile business J.F. 
Robertson Ltd.  The company metamorphosed into Scott and Robertson Ltd., of 
which he became managing director from 1965 to 1970 and chairman from 1968 
to 1970.  He turned around the fortunes of Grampian Holdings and later became 
the first Chief Executive of the Scottish Development Agency from 1976 to 1981. 
Lewis Robertson was linked to other important companies at senior level: Triplex-
Lloyd plc, Girobank Scotland, Borthwicks plc, Lilley plc, Havelock Europa plc, 
Stakis plc, Scottish Financial Enterprise and Postern.  He excelled as a corporate 
recovery specialist and in the 1980s and 1990s led substantial turnarounds as an 
executive chairman. Between 1991 and 1996, Robertson was Founding 
Chairman of Postern, the first specialist turnaround consultancy in the UK. He 
was involved in many government advisory, cultural and charitable bodies 
serving as Chairman of the Carnegie Trust for the Universities of Scotland, 
treasurer of the Royal Society of Edinburgh and earlier as Chairman of the 
Eastern Regional Hospital Board and of the Scottish Arts Council. 
 
The collection has been arranged into the following series: 
 
 1-36 Correspondence Files, 2003-2008 
 37-56 Letter books, 2004-2008 
 57-60 Speeches and Interviews, 1989-2003 
 61-63 Diaries, Scottish Development Agency, c. 1978-1980 
 64-65 Library Inventories 
 66-67 Gramophone Records Inventories 
 68 Database 
 69-76 Archive Index 
 
Written permission is required to access this collection.  Please, contact 
the Manuscripts Department. 
 
Presented, 2009 
 
See also Acc. 11679, Acc. 12345 and Acc. 12517. 
 
Obituaries:  
 
* Tam Dalyell: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/obituaries/sir-lewis-robertson-
industrialist-and-company-doctor-who-turned-around-the-fortunes-of-ailing-
british-businesses-1040157.html  29 November 2008. 
 
 



* Brian Wilson: http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/dec/03/sir-lewis-robertson-
obituary 3 December 2008. 
 
* Denzil McNeelance: 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/obituaries/article5309151.ece 9    
December 2008. 
 
* Alasdair Steven: http://news.scotsman.com/obituaries/Sir-Lewis-
Robertson.4741535.jp 28 November 2008. 
 
 
1-36 CORRESPONDENCE FILES, 2003–2008 
 
1. Correspondence, January–February 2003. 
 
2. Correspondence, March 2003. 
 
3. Correspondence, April–May 2003. 
 
4. Correspondence, June–July 2003. 
 
5. Correspondence, August–September 2003. 
 
6. Correspondence, October–December 2003. 
 
7. Correspondence, January 2004. 
 
8. Correspondence, March–April 2004. 
 
9. Correspondence, May–June 2004. 
 
10. Correspondence, July–August 2004. 
 
11. Correspondence, September–October 2004. 
 
12. Correspondence, November–December 2004. 
 
13. Correspondence, January–February 2005. 
 
14. Correspondence, March–April 2005. 
 
15. Correspondence, May–June 2005. 
 
16. Correspondence, July–August 2005. 
 
17. Correspondence, September–October 2005. 



18. Correspondence, November–December 2005. 
 
19. Correspondence, January–February 2006. 
 
20. Correspondence, March–April 2006. 
 
21. Correspondence, May–June 2006. 
 
22. Correspondence, July–August 2006. 
 
23. Correspondence, September–October 2006. 
 
24. Correspondence, November–December 2006. 
 
25. Correspondence, January–February 2007. 
 
26. Correspondence, March–April 2007. 
 
27. Correspondence, May–June 2007. 
 
28. Correspondence, July–August 2007. 
 
29. Correspondence, September–October 2007. 
 
30. Correspondence, November–December 2007. 
 
31. Correspondence, January–February 2008. 
 
32. Correspondence, March–April 2008. 
 
33. Correspondence, May–June 2008. 
 
34. Correspondence, July–August 2008. 
 
35. Correspondence, September–October 2008. 
 
36. Correspondence, November 2008. 
 
37-56 LETTER BOOKS, 2004–2008 
 
37. Letter book, January–February 2004. 
 
38. Letter book, March–May 2004. 
 
39. Letter book, June–September 2004. 
 



40. Letter book, October–December 2004. 
 
41. Letter book, January–March 2005. 
 
42. Letter book, April–June 2005. 
 
43. Letter book, July–September 2005. 
 
44. Letter book, October–December 2005. 
 
45. Letter book, January–March 2006. 
 
46. Letter book, April–June 2006. 
 
47. Letter book, July–September 2006. 
 
48. Letter book, October–December 2006. 
 
49. Letter book, January–March 2007. 
 
50. Letter book, April–June 2007. 
 
51. Letter book, July–September 2007. 
 
52. Letter book, October–December 2007. 
 
53. Letter book, January–February 2008. 
 
54. Letter book, March–May 2008. 
 
55. Letter book, June–July 2008. 
 
56. Letter book, August–November 2008. 
 
57-60 SPEECHES AND INTERVIEWS, 1989–2003 
 
57. Speeches and interviews, Sir Lewis Robertson index reference udwi–

xcvl, 1989–1992. 
 
58. Speeches and interviews, Sir Lewis Robertson index reference xcvv–

xdek, 1992–1993. 
 
59. Speeches and interviews, Sir Lewis Robertson index reference xdey–

xdwf, 1993–1995. 
 



60. Speeches and interviews, Sir Lewis Robertson index reference xdxi–
xffg, 1996–2003. 

 
61-63 DIARIES, SCOTTISH DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 
61. America, circa 1979 – 1980. 
 
62. Europe, circa 1978 – 1979. 
 
63. Japan, circa 1979 – 1980. 
 
64-65 LIBRARY INVENTORIES 
 
64. Volume 1, undated. 
 
65. Volume 2, undated. 
 
66-67 GRAMOPHONE RECORDS INVENTORIES 
 
66. List of the Gramophone records at ‘Riverside’, 1947. 
 
67. List of Gramophone records, circa 1940s. 
 
68 DATABASE 
 
68. Electronic ‘Professional’ Database (Data Protection Act principles apply 

to some files). 
 
 (i) Books 
 (ii) Discs 
 (iii) Index, 1986- 2008 [DPA principles apply] 
 (iv) Klist, 1987-1999 [DPA principles apply] 
 (v) Summary, undated 
 (vi) Summary 2, undated 
 (vii) WRVS, 1993-1999 [DPA principles apply] 
 
69-76 ARCHIVE INDEX 
 
69. Notebook containing miscellaneous index entries and references to Sir 

Lewis Robertson’s archive, undated. 
 
70. Sir Lewis Robertson’s Archive Index, references aa–zz to aaa–jhz, 16 

September 1953 – 4 June 1969. 
 
71. Sir Lewis Robertson’s Archive Index, references jia–lzz, 4 June 1969 – 

22 November 1971. 



 
72. Sir Lewis Robertson’s Archive Index, references maa–ths, 22 

November 1971 – 21 April 1976. Includes additional references kta–
wrz, 29 December 1970 – 7 March 1982, and notes, 1974–1975, on 
location of archive copies. 

 
73. Sir Lewis Robertson’s Archive Index, references saaa–sdzz, 4 May 

1976 – 20 November 1978. 
 
74. Sir Lewis Robertson’s Archive Index, references seaa–ubvz, 6 

November 1978 – 7 January 1985. 
 
75. Sir Lewis Robertson’s Archive Index, references ubwa–ughz to xaoa–

xdpz, 5 January 1985 – 20 December 1994.  Includes notes, 1974-
1976, on location of archive copies. 

 
76. Sir Lewis Robertson’s Archive Index, references ugia–ugiz to xfea–xfez, 

28 November 1994 – 9 February 2003 (for additional indexes see 
Acc.12345/189). 

 


