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David William McLetchie (1952- ). Joined Conservative Party in 1968, becoming active in 
the Young Conservatives and Federation of Conservative Students.  He qualified as a 
solicitor in 1976, joining Tods Murray WS in Edinburgh, becoming a partner in 1980. 
Parliamentary candidate for Edinburgh Central in 1979, twice Chair of Edinburgh 
Central Conservative Association (ECCA), Honorary Secretary 1989-1992 and 
President 1994-1997 of Scottish Conservative & Unionists Association (SCUA).  In 
September 1998 he was elected to lead the Party's campaign in the first election to the 
Scottish Parliament in 1999 and was the candidate for Edinburgh Pentlands, being 
returned as a regional member for Lothians. In 2003 elected MSP for Edinburgh 
Pentlands. 
 
 
Deposited as a gift by David McLetchie, access by permission of depositor until Sep 
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The file arrangement has been is as follows: 
 
 

1  Federation of Conservative Students 
2-3  Scottish Young Conservatives 
4-11 Edinburgh City Council Conservative Group (ECCCG) (1971-

1994) 
12 National Union of Conservative and Unionist Associations 

(NUCUA) 
13-20  Home and Legal Affairs Group (HLAG) 
21-33  Elections (Edinburgh/Scottish/General) 
34-54  Newsletters and Briefings 
55-66  Publications: Government  
67-102  Publications: Conservative, Bow Group and Adam Smith Institute 
103-115 Publications: Miscellaneous 
116  Newspaper Clippings 
117  Personal 

 
 
1. Federation of Conservative Students 
 
1. Federation of Conservative Students and Edinburgh University Conservative 

Association, conference agendas and reports, handbooks, rules, letters and 
newsletters, 1972-1975 

 
2-3. Scottish Young Conservatives 
 
2. Scottish Young Conservatives, letters, essays, minutes, rules and constitution, 

social activities and elections, 1972-1977 



 
3. Scottish Young Conservatives and Conservative Collegiate Forum, including 

University of St Andrews Conservative Association, correspondence and 
publications, May 1989 - Nov 1990 

 
4-11. Edinburgh City Council Conservative Group (ECCCG) (1971- 1994) 
 
4. ECCCG, correspondence, publications, circulars, rules and minutes, 1971-

1978 
 
5. ECCCG, correspondence, publications, circulars, rules and minutes, 1979-

1981 
 
6. ECCCG, correspondence, publications, circulars, rules and minutes, 1982-

1983 
 
7. ECCCG, correspondence, publications, circulars, rules and minutes, 1984 
 
8. ECCCG, correspondence, publications, circulars, rules and minutes, 1985-

1987 
 
9. ECCCG, correspondence, publications, circulars, rules and minutes, 1988-

1990 
 
10. ECCCG, correspondence, publications, circulars, rules and minutes, 1991 
 
11. ECCCG, correspondence, publications, circulars, rules and minutes, 1992-

1994 
 
12. National Union of Conservative and Unionist Associations (NUCUA) 
 
12. National Union of Conservative and Unionist Associations, correspondence, 

minutes, accounts, codes of practice and surveys, 1994-1997 
 
13-20. Home and Legal Affairs Group (HLAG) 
 
13. Scottish Conservative and Unionist Central Office, Action wanted on soaring 

house prices by D McLetchie, 16 Feb 1978 
 
14. Home and Legal Affairs Arrow Group annotated draft report, n.d. 
 
15. Home and Legal Affairs Arrow Group, minutes, 22 May 1984 
 
16. Home and Legal Affairs Arrow Group, minutes, 12 Jun 1984 
 



17. Scottish Consumer Council, Response to the government’s consultation 
paper on conveyancing by employed solicitors in Scotland, Jun 1984 

 
18. The Law Society of Scotland and others, correspondence, 1984 (5 items) 
 
19. Cutting costs on historic register, On the Move and Conveyancing in peril: 

the Law Society fights back, copy newspaper and article clippings, n.d. (3 
items) 

 
20. Papers relating to meeting regarding the House Buyers Bill, with index, n.d. 
 
21-33. Elections (Edinburgh/Scottish/General) 
 
21. General Election, correspondence, minutes and notes, 1978- 1979 
 
22. D McLetchie agent for Ken Alexander, Conservative candidate for Tollcross, 

Edinburgh, in 1 May 1980 council election; correspondence, registration and 
agent papers, list of polling districts and places, election promotional material, 
expense accounts, opposition and other Conservative candidates promotional 
material, 1980 

 
23. Scottish Standing Advisory Committee on Candidates, Guidelines on the 

Procedure for the adoption of Conservative parliamentary candidates in 
Scotland, 1981 

 
24. David Guest, Conservative candidate for Dalry/Shandon, Edinburgh in 6 May 

1982 council elections; correspondence, registration and agent papers, list of 
polling districts and places, election promotional material, expense accounts, 
photographs, opposition and other Conservative candidates promotional 
material 

 
25. European and Local Government elections, correspondence, promotional 

material and notes, 1984 
 
26. Local Government elections, correspondence, promotional material and 

minutes, 1986 
 
27. D McLetchie agent for Bob Heaney, Conservative candidate for Stockbridge, 

Edinburgh, in 5 May 1988 council election; correspondence, registration and 
agent papers, list of polling districts and places, election promotional material 
and expense accounts, 1988 

 
28. CRDP, The Campaign Guide, 1989 
 



29. National Union’s Standing Advisory Committee on Candidates, Notes on the 
procedure for the adoption of Conservative parliamentary candidates in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland, 1990 

 
30. Lord James Douglas-Hamilton, Conservative candidate for Edinburgh West, 

and others in 9 April 1992 Parliamentary General Election, 1992 
 
31. General and European Elections, correspondence and promotional material, 

1994 
 
32. General Election, correspondence and promotional material, 1997 
 
33. Miscellaneous election promotional material, n.d. 
 
34-54 Newsletters and Briefings 
 
34. Scottish Conservative Central Office, monthly and weekly briefing notes, 

1972- 1995, (40 items) 
 
35. CRDP, Briefing Note, 1980: Nos. 7- 48 (Nos. 12- 13, 16, 21- 22, 29- 32, 41 

missing) (32 items) 
 
36. CRDP, Briefing Note, 1981: Nos. 11- 42 (32 items) 
 
37. CRDP, Briefing Note, 1982: Nos. 1- 29 (29 items) 
 
38. CRDP, Briefing Note, 1984: Nos. 1, 3- 7, 9- 24, 35, 39 (24 items) 
 
39. CRDP, Politics Today: (1979- 1995) (41 items) 
 
 Index to ‘Politics Today,’ 1991- 1992 (2 items)  
 1979 No.6, Conservative Foreign Policy, 16 Apr 1979 
 1992 No.3, Britain at the Heart of Europe, 7 Feb 1992 
 1992 No.8, The Government’s Programme, 18 Jun 1992 
 1992 No.9, Britain’s Railways: On The Right Track, 31 Jul 1992 
 1992 No.11, Schools: Our Plans For The Future, 10 Sep 1992 
 1992 No.12, The Arts and Heritage, 31 Oct 1992 
 1992 No.13, Improving the Public Services, 27 Nov 1992 
 1992 No.14, The Labour Party Since The Election, 10 Dec 1992. 
 1992 No.15, The Council Tax Questions and Answers, 24 Dec 1992 
 1993 No.1, The Performance of British Manufacturing, 14 Jan 1993 
 1993 No.2, Our Economic Strategy, 21 Jan 1993 
 1993 No.3, Housing, Choice, Rights & Opportunities, 26 Feb 1993 
 1993 No.4, Community Care, 19 Mar 1993 
 1993 No.5, The Liberal Democrats, 8 Apr 1993 
 1993 No.6, Education The Benefits Of Our Reforms, 16 Apr 1993 



 1993 No.7, Jobs and Recovery, The 1993 Spring Budget, 29 Apr 1993 
 1993 No.8, Coal Its Place in Our Energy Policy, 20 May 1993 
 1993 No.9, The National Health Service Building On Reform, 17 Jun 1993 
 1993 No.10, Defence In A Changing World, 31 Aug 1993 
 1993 No.11, Raising Standards In Our Schools The Way Ahead, 28 Sep 1993 
 1993 No.12, Conservative Government in the 1990s The Record, Oct 1993 
 1993 No.14, The Government’s Programme For 1993-4, 14 Dec 1993 

 1993 No.15, Taxation, Public Spending and Social Security. The Budget, 29 
Dec 1993 

 1994 No.1, Scotland: Strength Through Diversity in the United Kingdom, 31 
Jan 1994 

 1994 No.2, Left Stranded The Labour Party Today, 28 Feb 1994 
 1994 No.3, Wales: The Challenge and the Record, 1 Mar 1994 
 1994 No.4, Left-Wing Opportunists The Liberal Democrats Today, 24 Mar 

1994 
 1994 No.5, The Environment Principles and Policies, 11 Jul 1994 
 1994 No.6, Winning the Argument. The 1994 European Elections, 22 Jul 1994 
 1994 No.7, Competitiveness The Key To Economic Success, 19 Aug 1994 
 1994 No.8, Labour And Its New Leader: The Rhetoric and the Reality, 9 Sep 

1994 
 1994 No.9, Defence: The Results of Our Reforms, 22 Sep 1994  
 1994 No.10, Britain Under the Conservatives, Oct 1994 
 1994 No.13, The 1994 Budget, 23 Dec 1994 
 1995 No.2, Local Government Transformed: The Conservative Record, 15 

Mar 1995 
 1995 No.3, Law and Order, 21 Mar 1995 
 1995 No.5, Attacks Answered, 31 Mar 1995 
 1995 No.6, Britain’s Schools Our Record of Achievement, 4 Apr 1995 
 1995 No.8, Transport Policies Taking Britain Forward, 24 Apr 1995 
 
40. The Bow Group newsletters, Oct 1983- Feb 1984 (5 items) 
 
41. David Howell, Crossbow, The Conservative Future: Getting it Right, vol. 24, 

No.90, Oct 1983 
 
42. Conservative Research Department, Talking Politics, 1984- 1997 (13 items) 
 
43. Conservative Medical Society, CMS Bulletin, No.14 Feb 1989 and No.52 Oct 

1995 
 
44. Conservative News, newsletters, Apr 1981- Aug 1982, (15 items) 
 
45. CCO, Money Matters, newsletter, 1981- 1982 (5 items) 
 
46. Conservative Newsline, newsletters, 1984- 1985 and 1990 (9 items) 
 



47. Conservative Research Department, Special briefings: The Ambulancemen’s 
Dispute, 13 Dec 1989 and The Green Party and the Environment, Jul 1989 

 
48. Scottish Conservative, quarterly journal of the Scottish Conservatives, No.1 

Winter 1989 and No.4 Winter 1990 (2 items) 
 
49. European Union of Women – British Section, annual newsletter, 1990 
 
50. Scottish Conservative & Unionist Information & Research Department, Taking 

Stock: Scotland in the Union a partnership for good, Mar 1993 
 
51. Conservative Research Department, Members’ Brief, Nos. 17- 19, Oct- Nov 

1994 
 
52. Reformer, The Journal of Progressive Conservatism, Autumn 1995 
 
53. Conservative Research Department, Brief, Jan- Feb 1997 (3 items) 
 
54. Scottish Office, Donald Dewar seeks views on referendum details, news 

release, 2 Jun 1997 
 
55-66 Publications: Government  
 
55. Scottish Home and Health Department, Land Tenure in Scotland A Plan for 

Reform, Jul 1969 
 
56. H.M. Treasury, Economic Progress Report, Jun 1980- Sep 1981 (7 items) 
 
57. Ninth Report from the Committee of Public Accounts, session 1983- 84, 

Scottish Education Department, 30 Jan 1984 
 
58. The Prospects for Coal, summary of the Coal Review White Paper, n.d. 
 
59. The Scottish Office, The Internal Management of Local Authorities in 

Scotland, A Consultation Paper, Mar 1993 
 
60. Ministry of Defence, Conservative Party, cruise missiles and nuclear weapons 

pamphlets, n.d. (5 items) 
 
61. Edinburgh Corporation Social Work Department, A Guide to welfare benefit 

& citizens’ rights, booklet, n.d. 
 
62. Department of Health and Social Security, Family Income Supplement: for 

families with children, leaflet FIS 1, May 1971 
 



63. Secretary of State for Scotland, The Reform of Housing Finance in Scotland, 
Jul 1971 

 
64. Draft Statutory Instrument: The Referendum (Scotland) Order 1997, 29 May 

1997 
 
65. The Scottish Office, Council Tax in Scotland Valuation and Banding, pamphlet, 

c 1983 
 
66. The Scottish Office, Local Government Reform: Your chance to have a say, c 

1993 
 
67-102 Publications: Conservative, Bow Group and Adam Smith Institute 
 
67. CCO and SCCO circular letters with published enclosures, 1979- 1995, (24 

items) 
 
68. Conservative Central Office, The Right Approach, A statement of 

Conservative Aims, 1976 
 
69. Gabriel Roth and Eamonn Butler, Adam Smith Institute, Private Road Ahead. 

Ways of providing better roads sooner, 1982 
 
70. Michael B Forsyth, Adam Smith Institute, Reservicing Health, 1982 
 
71. Mark Loveday, Adam Smith Institute, The Adam Smith Institute Index, 1982 
 
72. J T Ward, The First Century. A History of Scottish Tory Organisation, 1882-

1982, 1982 
 
73. Jack Edmonds, The use of consultants in local government to promote greater 

economy and efficiency. The Dudley Metropolitan Borough experience, 
booklet, with covering letter, 21 Apr 1983 

 
74. Conservative Central Office, The Conservative Manifesto for Scotland, May 

1983 
 
75. Ferinand Mount, Conservative Centre for Policy Studies, Autumn Address, 

Property and Poverty an agenda for the mid-80s, with subscription 
enclosures, 1984 

 
76. SCCO The Scottish Conservative Manifesto, The Best Future for Scotland, 

1992 
 
77. One Party. Reforming The Conservative Party Organisation, Feb 1993 
 



78. Working Together To Build A Stronger Voluntary Party, Feb 1993 
 
79. Conservative Annual Reports and Accounts, 1993- 1995 (3 items) 
 
80. Charter Movement, To Govern The Party of Government, Commissioning a 

constitution for the Conservative Party, Oct 1995 
 
81. Tory Reform Group, Our Nation’s Future, Opportunity, Ownership and First 

Class Public Services, Oct 1995 
 
82. Stephen Dorrell, Rebuilding To Win, c1997 
 
83. The Conservative Party and Direct Marketing, n.d. 
 
84. Local Government Monitoring Unit, Labour’s Multilateral Myth, Public pays 

for Labour Party Promotion and Glasgow City of Debt, vol. 1: Nos. 1, 3 and 
4, n.d. (3 items) 

 
85. Conservative Central Office guidebook, n.d. 
 
86. Conservatives For Prestwick, The Case For Prestwick, arguments supporting 

Prestwick airport, c1989 
 
87. Cyril Taylor, Conservative Political Centre and The Bow Group, The Elected 

Members’ Guide to Reducing Public Expenditure, Oct 1980 
 
88. Norman St. John-Stevas, The Bow Group, The Moral Basis of Conservatism, 

1980 
 
89. Michael Lingens, Beveridge and the Bow Group Generation, A Bow Paper, 

Oct 1983 
 
90. Angela Jones, The United Kingdom - One Nation, A Bow Paper, n.d. 
 
91. David Heathcoat Amory, Government and Industry A Policy for the 

Conservative Party, A Bow Paper, n.d. 
 
92. Sir Philip Goodhart, Stand on your own four feet, a study of work sharing and 

job splitting, The Bow Group, n.d. 
 
93. Ann Widdecome, et. al., Second Class Single, A Bow Paper, n.d. 
 
94. Michael Stephen and Christopher Jackson, The Assurance of Justice, A Bow 

Paper, n.d. 
 



95. Philip Virgo, Learning for Change. Training, Retraining and Lifelong Education 
For Multi-career Lives, A Bow Paper, n.d. 

 
96. Rodney Atkinson, Making Monetarism Work. Institutional Distortions in the 

Economy- possible remedies, A Bow Paper, n.d. 
 
97. Nicholas Perry, et. al., Reserves of Strength, A Bow Paper, n.d. 
 
98. Janna Bogle, et. al., Prelude to Freedom, An Alternative Foreign Policy, A Bow 

Paper, n.d. 
 
99. John Butcher and Philip Virgo, The Big Steal, The Computerisation of PAYE 

Assessment, A Bow Paper, n.d. 
 
100. Michael Colvin, An Open Tech. A proposal For Tackling Britain’s Skill 

Shortages, A Bow Paper, n.d. 
 
101. Tim Edgar, et. al., British Gas: A Prospectus, A Bow Paper, n.d. 
 
102. Adam Smith Institute, Making Ideas Effective, copies of newspaper clippings on 

quangos, n.d. 
 
103-115 Publications: Miscellaneous 
 
103. Octave Gelinier, The Enterprising Ethic, 1968 
 
104. The Heritor, vol. LXIV No.2, George Heriot’s School magazine, Jun 1970 
 
105. Copy newspaper clippings, The Scottish Conservatives, “The Way Ahead”, 30 

Jul- 1 Aug 1975 
 
106. Scottish Association For Public Transport, Scottish Transport A New Era, 

Outline Proposals 1980-2000, Nov 1979 
 
107. Miscellaneous books and pamphlets on European politics, 1981- 1994 (26 

items) 
 
108. The Convention of Scottish Local Authorities, The Scottish Council Review, 

29 Jan 1992 
 
109. British Gas, A Leap in the Dark, Gas appliance sales and the Monopolies 

Commission- the vital issues, A Statement by British Gas, n.d. 
 
110. Scotland on Sunday, newspaper supplement: The £7 BN Question, Should the 

map of Scottish Local Government be torn up again?, n.d. 
 



111. Public and Local Service Efficiency Campaign, Impulse, No.12, n.d. 
 
112. Alastair Balfour, The most powerful business lobby in Scotland? and Chris 

Baur, Rosyth Revolution makes waves, copy articles from Scottish Business 
Insider, Aug 1989  (2 items) 

 
113. Ulster in Crisis: just a normal Saturday, essay, Clevely Committee, n.d. 
 
114. Aims of Industry Annual Report 1970-1 
 
115. Scottish Protestant View, Scotland’s own Protestant Newspaper, Vol.III No.6, 

Apr 1972 
 
116. Newspaper Clippings 
 
116. Miscellaneous file of newspaper clippings relating to aspects of Conservative 

politics and Scotland, c1979-1994 
 
117. Personal 
 
117. Programme for Leading Conservative Politicians from Scotland, Berlin & 

Erfurt, 8-15 December 1991, itinerary, menu, guide books, city map, 
postcards, correspondence and German Comments Review of Politics and 
Culture, No.24, October 1991, 1991-1992 (10 items) 

 


